A national shift in the narrative regarding Title IX
and its impact on UNCW
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by news of Kelly’s actions
Casey McAnarney Editor-in-Chief | @casey_mcanarney
*The name of the individual involved
was granted anonymity by The Seahawk. For the duration of this article,
this person will be referred to as
Samuel.
A former student of Isaac
Bear Early College High School
[IBECHS]is not entirely surprised
by the news of teacher Michael
Kelly's criminal actions, though he
hopes that it does not affect the
image of the school as a whole.
Kelly, a former local teacher
at Isaac Bear Early College High
School, was arrested Feb. 6 after
an investigation by the FBI uncovered indecent liberties Kelly took
with a student. He was charged
with third-degree sexual exploitation of a minor and three counts of
indecent liberties with a student.

es,"
Samuel said. "At the time, my friends
and I were like, whatever. I mean at
one point he made a reference to
threesomes. At the time we just
thought he was bullshitting us. Now,
I do not know; that very well could
have been true."
The other instance that stood
out in Samuel's mind was a discussion he and his friends had with
Kelly about an impending trip. Kelly
was going on a cruise and the students thought that this was "cool."
Samuel pointed out that he does
not know exactly what was said,
but that Kelly said something along
the lines of the trip location being
nice. Kelly explained that he had
himself pleasuring himself. He would
then send these videos a website
that would give him like 50 bucks,
according to Samuel's memory of

Where New Hanover County
score within the 61 percentile for
centile for English and 82 for math.
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With the withdrawal of this standard, university Title IX
Education Betsy DeVos spoke to a crowd at George Mason
University about sexual assault on college campuses.
"There is no way to avoid the devastating reality of campus sexual misconduct: lives have been lost. Lives of victims.
And lives of the accused," said DeVos to a room of university students, according to the Washington Post.
This statement, made nearly six months ago, led to a
shift in the narrative presented by colleges and universities
around the country regarding sexual assault on campus.
UNC Wilmington was not immune to this change.
In the wake of DeVos’s comments, the U.S. Department
ing that they were withdrawing the Dear Colleague Letter
on Sexual Violence, which has been in place since April of
2011.
The Dear Colleague Letter on Sexual Violence acted as a
guideline for colleges and universities nationwide on how
to investigate and adjudicate instances of sexual misconduct
between students.
Among the mandates included in the Dear Colleague
letter was a rule which required schools to "adopt a minimal standard of proof," known as the preponderance of
evidence standard, when it came to adjudicating cases of
sexual misconduct.
This rule essentially separated the process of school
sexual misconduct hearings from the procedure of criminal
cases, which occur in civil court. Under the preponderance
of evidence standard, complainants, or individuals making a
sexual assault allegation, were not required to submit the
level of proof against their attacker that may be required in
a criminal court case.

to see if the guidelines for how to adjudicate cases of sexual misconduct will change.
The reason for the withdrawal of the Deal Colleague
Letter was explained by the Assistant Secretary of the
Department of Education Candice Jackson, "The 2011 and
2014 guidance documents may have been well-intentioned,
but those documents have led to the deprivation of rights
for many students – both accused students denied fair
process and victims denied an adequate resolution of their
complaints."
The stance taken by the Education Department regarding the denial of fair process to accused students has been
heard by many universities including UNCW.
“…on the national level there is much being written
about that those who are accused claim they are not being
dealt with fairly, that the process sometimes seems to favor
the complainant” said UNCW Vice Chancellor Pat Leonard
in an interview with The Seahawk.
While Vice Chancellor Leonard and Director of Title IX
and Cleary Compliance Amber Resetar both maintained
in interviews that the university was dedicated to fairness
for all students involved in the process of sexual misconduct cases, UNCW is legally obligated to comply with any
changes made by the Department of Education or they run
the risk of losing federal funding.
But is the Title IX hearing process at UNCW unfairly
biased against students accused of sexual assault, such as
DeVos and the Education Department suggest?
In 2017 the University Police Crime Log reported 13
sexual assaults, which occurred on campus. This number

does not include any UNCW students who may have been
assaulted off campus or students who did not call the police
at the time of the assault but reported later.
sexual misconduct cases involving students both on and off
campus. In 2017, there were 77 cases of sexual misconduct
reported. Of these 77 instances, the university investigated
nine, and one case went to a disciplinary hearing.
Resetar presented the 2017 Clery stats for the upcoming
Annual Security Report. These statistics could differ from
differences between policy and law, according to Resetar.
Resetar also said that these numbers may be different from
UNCW's daily crime log as the daily crime log encapsulates
With information provided by Director of Title IX &
Clery Compliance Amber Resetar, The Seahawk shows
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New housing projects planned for future
Seahawks
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is planned to be a 400 bed suite-style. This
may help alleviate further demand after the
In Fall 2022, both Graham-Hewlett and
Belk Halls will undergo light renovation, but
will not be demolished.

In April 2017, UNCW released their
“Housing Master Plan,” provided in part by
Brailsford & Dunlavey, Inc. The plan details
the expansion of housing on campus with
comes the demise of two notable residences
on the south side of campus.
Galloway and the University Apartments
are both scheduled to be demolished. The
plan begins with the demolition of Galloway
and half of the University Apartments in
2020, with the rest of the Apartments taken
down by 2021.
As of Fall 2020, 800 new beds are expected to be established with the construction
of two new halls. These halls will be podstyled with around 400 beds each. They will
help to relieve some of the demand placed
on the housing after Galloway’s demolition.
Beginning in Fall 2021, two additional halls
are expected to be built, one of which will
be a 400 bed pod-style hall, while the other

campus and holds 400 students.

is planned to be built, with 400 beds in both
pod and suite-style.
“Students deserve to have new and improved residence halls.Your environment
If your living condition is not the best, it
could really affect you academically,” said
Selena Ngo, a sophomore at UNCW.
In total, the entire housing project
through 2023 will add about 2,000 new
beds, but with the demolition of Galloway
Hall and the University Apartments, the
total number of beds added to campus will
be around 1,215.
The total estimated cost for the entire
"Master Plan", including demolition, conHowever, each new residence hall will
cost less on average than most new residence halls built at other UNC System
schools.
Other priorities for the “Housing Master
Plan” include strategically managing current
assets, increasing programming investment
at Schwartz Hall and the University Suites,

style layout and allowing the off-campus
market to handle the latent demand for
upper-level students in the short-term.
Meanwhile, the off-campus housing market will be getting a shake-up in the near
future as well.
College Road near UNCW’s campus
is expected to be repurposed into student housing by a local developer, GHK
Cape Fear Development, partnering with
Capstone Collegiate Communities out of
Birmingham, Alabama.
Capstone has also developed The
Cottages of Boone in Boone and Valentine
Commons in Raleigh.
Eight hundred and ninety-nine new
student beds in one, two and four bedroom apartments will be expected in the
new student housing complex, named The
Hamilton.
Documents displaying the plans show for
three new buildings. Two of which will have
four stories of living space. The third will
Two parking garages and surface parking
lots are planned as well, for a total of nearly
1,000 parking spaces. Two swimming pools
will be included as well.
Named after Thomas Tristram Hamilton

is being developed due to strong growth at
UNCW and surrounding areas.
ton would be easier and closer access to
UNCW without crossing College Road.
Easing the demand for housing could be
ulation continues to grow.
“I think that Wilmington students will
have a greater variety of housing other
than on-campus that still offers the location
and proximity of on-campus housing,” said
UNCW.
He continued, “with the surge in supply,
I believe that there will be less demand
on the current market which in turn will
lead to better overall value for students. I
think Wilmington can handle the additional
housing, however, they [housing developers]
should not continue at the current rate
because the market here can easily become
oversaturated and have apartments with
vacancies.”
phase of The Hamilton project is August
UNCW’s “Master Housing Plan” can be
found in PDF format here. The Hamilton
design plans can be found in PDF format
here.

The University Apartments, which are scheduled for removal, hold up to 400
students.
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Should I stay or should I go?

felt like home.
However, choosing to stay in town for
college was not as easy as it might seem. I

long time, I felt a little out of place.
Having my family close by really helped
me during that time. I was able to visit when I felt lonely. Also, they helped
encourage me to get involved on campus.
They probably would have done this if I
had attended school elsewhere, but it was
nice to be able to sit down with them and
talk about the great things I was doing at
UNCW.
I applied to one other in-state university and, while I was happy to have been
accepted, I never felt much desire to go
there. All I could seem to see were the
negative aspects of leaving home and, for
me, that made the decision pretty clear.
The point is there is no shame in staying
in town for school.Your education is
incredibly important but so is your overall
happiness while advancing your knowledge.
I completely understand the argument
that leaving home for college is an adventure and a way to truly grow into an adult.
It is true that you cannot rely on mom
and dad to help you out in a pinch. However, the same could be said for staying in
the same town.
What it really comes to is that college
and the college experience is what you
make it. Staying home or going elsewhere
is a part of that experience but it certainly
does not dictate the experience. I have
not regretted even for a second deciding
to stay local for school. I love being able to
enjoy all the things I always have but with
new people.
At the end of the day, I love UNCW and
Wilmington. It has always been home and
probably always will be home to me no
matter how far I go. Just because you are
going to college does not mean you have
to abandon the things that make you feel
at home. If you feel more comfortable and
happy staying local for school then do it.
Your experience will be whatever you
make it, regardless of if you stay local or
venture off.
While staying home may have its own
set of cons, leaving home also has negative
aspects too. Realistically, as long as you are
happy and receiving a great education then
it does not matter where you go. Pick the
school that feels right for you, even if that
is at home.You might struggle to adjust at

myself at UNCW, even though I felt comfortable being here. All of my friends from
high school had journeyed off on their

you go. College is awesome as long as you
make it awesome and, for some, staying
home is the way to do that.

Many people all over the country dream
of one day attending college at some level.
We can all probably remember conversations with high school friends in the lunch
room, debating over which schools to apago were the days of touring universities
to bring your college dream into reality.
It seems that one of the biggest topics
discussed before attending a university
or community college is whether to stay
home or venture out on your own. For
those that live in areas with community
colleges or universities, this conversation
seems to be even more relevant. The common trend, as I have found, seems to be
that leaving home is the way to go.
However, there is no denying many of us
grappled with the "should I stay or should
I go?" question.
I was one of the few from my graduating
class that decided to stay in Wilmington
for college. I explored universities outside
of Wilmington, but I really just wanted to
stay at home. I wanted to be able to keep
my current job, see my family and enjoy
Many people seem to have this notion
that you cannot truly experience college
while living in the same city as your family.
I beg to differ. Of course, certain circumstances do apply.
Room and board seemed so expensive,
especially with a free house to live in a
few miles away. During the time I lived at
home, I have to admit that my experiences
with being a college student were different. My family was great in allowing me
to run my own schedule and "do my own
thing," but they also worried about me.
I decided that I was ready to move out
but not move away, which is a big difference. I wanted to be independent but realized leaving town was not the only way
to do that. I love being here in Wilmington
because I can still see my family, I do not
have to travel home for breaks and I can
still be involved in the community I have
forever called home. UNC Wilmington
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Creating magical experiences for children is all
in a day’s work for the two women and UNC
Wilmington students who co-founded Port City
Princess Parties, a local business that brings royalty to your doorstep.
Julianne Castillo, owner of Port City Princess
Parties, and Erica Giffen,Vice President, say they
have worked together in previous princess party
companies, but felt like they wanted to do something different with their business.
“I have worked for two other princess parJulianne Castillo, left, and Erica Giffen, right, are the co-founders of
ty companies since I moved here,” Giffen said.
Port City Princess Parties.
“Since then, I’ve wanted to start my own. I went
into another one, which is how we met, and we
just thought we could do it a lot differently and
better.”
The company offers packages for children’s
birthday parties where performers dress up as
characters and kids are able to interact and play
games with the characters. Castillo said the company offers many different activities kids can do
with the princesses and other characters at their
parties depending on the theme, age and more.
“You can do anything from a range of face
painting, singalong, themed character craft, games,
and royal makeovers,” she said. “In addition to
that, we also do complimentary photos and a
Port City Princess Parties offers an array of princess costume choices royal coronation ceremony for the birthday
for purchase for children's parties.
guest.”
Castillo said that the business is a great experience for them both and allows them to have
more control over decisions and creative aspects.
company together would be a way for her to get
her foot in the door with business and increase
our ability to have artistic freedom,” Castillo said.
Giffen is an Operations Management major at
UNC Wilmington and says her coursework was
invaluable to the success of Port City Princess
Parties.
“I was in Entrepreneurship 380 last semester,
so I created my business plan project based off
of this business,” she said. “That helped a lot
because I was learning how to make a business
plan on paper at the same time that we would be
making a business plan.”
One of the main things the women considered
when starting their own business was the look
and feel of the princess characters. According to
Giffen, getting around copyright laws was one of
Port City Princess Parties can be found on Facebook and Instagram.

“You can’t advertise [a princess] as Elsa,” she

says. “You have to say, ‘Snow Queen’ or some
kind of generic name. We could mostly just get in
trouble about advertising.”
The next step was creating and advertising the
princesses they had. Castillo said there are multiple ways to go, but they found the route that
works best for them.
“There are different types of looks,” she said.
“There’s having costumes that are more movie accurate versus park accurate and we both
decided that we wanted our girls to look more
park accurate because that’s what kids see. It just
keeps the magic alive.”
Keeping the magic alive for the kids the company serves is at the top of the list for both women.
Giffen said it is the most rewarding part of the
job.
“A lot of people that book us are not able to
afford Disney World, so they look forward to it
for a long time,” she said. “You never know, that
could be the best thing to happen to [the child]
their whole year.”
In the future, the women hope to expand their
business by adding more original characters, superheroes and villains to their character list. They
also plan on creating a physical space to host
parties to cut down on travel costs and be even
more creative with their programming. Castillo
says despite all their plans to increase their business in the next few years, there’s another aspect
of expansion she’s looking forward to.
“We also have wanted to do more giving back
to the community,” Castillo said. “Right now, we
we have an event coming up with Big Buddy. I
also wanted to allow the opportunity for special
needs kids to become part of our business.”
The company is not currently hiring performers for their character positions, but they are
seeking photographers to increase their level of
professionalism when creating the princess party
experience in someone’s home. At the end of the
day, that is what is most important to them both.
“Continuing the magic at home is one of the
biggest things that we do,” Castillo said. “It’s not
just once they turn off the TV or leave the park,
that’s the end of it. We’re that extension. We’re
the reason that magic stays alive for these kids.”
If you’re interested in learning more about this
business, go to www.facebook.com/PortCityPrincessParties or follow @PortCityPrincessParties
on Instagram.
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Lott pegged as leader for beach
volleyball

him become a true USL

Beach volleyball's next available home game will be a tournament hosted against Jacksonville State and Coastal Carolina Wednesday, March 21.

UNCW soccer alum Brandon Miller in a USL game.

//

The UNC Wilmington club hockey season came to an end last Saturday, Feb. 24, in Wesley Chapel, Florida, in a loss to Georgia Tech. Despite the loss, the Seahawks can hang their
helmets on one of the most successful seasons in the team’s 13-year history.
In the 18 games the Seahawks played this season (including regionals), the UNCW went
15-2-1, including a 10-0-1 record at the Wilmington Ice House. They also picked up a win
in regionals with a 5-0 win against the Florida Gators.
The team was led in scoring by freshman Joey Alexander (with 38 points) and he credited the team leadership for how much he was able to accomplish.
I’ve had a lot of great leaders this season such as Tyler (Evangelous), Benny (Clark) and
Kyp (Cooperrider) as well as the other seniors,” said Alexander. “The team won’t be the
same without them.”
season.
The seniors played a key role in the leadership and production of the Seahawks. Despite
hockey program going forward.
“UNCW’s hockey program has a bright future, especially with all of the homegrown
talent,” said Howell. “Over half of our players played either here in Wilmington or Raleigh.
It all starts with the youth programs and their excellence that has trickled down.”
One of the biggest storylines coming into the 2017-18 season was the goaltending
situation for the Seahawks and how would it perform with new goalies coming in. The Seahawks replaced Nick Lenker, who started three seasons for UNCW, with freshman Ryan
Besemer.
For Besemer, he felt that his performance wasn’t his very best despite picking up two

These are preliminary numbers, Resetar said. "I still have to write letters to local law
enforcement both in this area and in the areas where students travel to for short stay-away
trips as well as for study abroad trips. I might get statistical data from those sources that
could change our numbers. I also spend time with our campus police department to double
check our numbers and ensure that we are accurately counting."
The adjudicated case in question resulted in the accused individual being found “not responsible”.
The new guidelines regarding sexual misconduct cases on college and university campuses
will be made public in March 2018.

the team, knowing that if the Seahawks made a mistake, he was there to bail them out.
“Having a freshman goalie come in, being as good as he was and having the composure
he showcased throughout the season made it easy to know that if you made a mistake, he
would be there to bail you out,” said Howell.
“Ryan is a solid goaltender,” said Alexander. “He kept us in a few games where we
weren’t playing well, and we built off of his momentum and won those games. He’s going to
be a staple of our team for the next few years.”
Besemer said that he felt a tremendous amount of pressure heading into this season
replacing Lenker. But overall, he just wanted to show enough composure on the ice and
focus on helping the team win and giving the seniors one last memorable season.
“As a goalie, it is very important to stay calm and collected. While there was plenty of
times I wanted to yell at the refs, it was important for me to stay calm so that I could play
my best and give the guys a chance to win every game,” he said.
With a bunch of roster turnaround expected between now and the new season starting
in September, it’s hard to predict what next season’s squad will look like. But just like for
any season for UNCW, expectations will remain high.
“Personally, I think the goal should be the same as it was this year as it is every year,
to get to nationals and hopefully even do better once we get there,” said Besemer. “You
always want to strive for the absolute best and I believe no matter what teams we play
or what our team will look like, we will have the opportunity to play at the level that is
required to get there.”
hopes for continuing the growth of the program.
up the Ice House each time the Seahawks had a home game:
“Thank you. Thank you for showing Seahawk pride. Thank you for giving us something to
play for – your support means the world to us and is why we love playing in front of you.”

The state average is 60 for English and 40 for math.
The biggest concern for Samuel is that IBECHS is going to be "undermined as a
whole" because of Kelly's actions. "Things like this happen in bigger schools. My entire
class walked in about 20 minutes at graduation, so it is a super small school. I feel like
that at any given time, it is on the cusp of being cut or losing funding. [IBECHS] did a
lot for me as a person."
according to U.S. News and World Report, and the difference between disadvantaged
and non-disadvantaged students is -1.5 percent.

Sports
Slack(lin)ing off: UNCW students showcase
slacklining in campus commons
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If you’ve ever wandered near the clocktower by Randall Library on a sunny day,
you may have noticed a group of people
taking turns toeing across what could be
described as a wobbly tightrope, suspended
just a few feet above the pine needle-covered ground. As it turns out, that wobbly
tightrope is called a slackline, and what
was once a rest-day activity for avid rock
climbers is now a burgeoning sport in itself
in the UNC Wilmington community and
elsewhere.
Slacklining involves walking, balancing,
tethered between two anchors. Unlike
walking on a tightrope, the line you work
with while slacklining is wider – usually two
inches – and has a bit of bounce to it. It
gives in to your movements and weight to
an extent, hence the “slack.”
For some, slacklining is a serious sport;
for others, it is more of a hobby or social
event. Like most other sports and hobbies,
getting good at slacklining takes some time
and effort, but not so much that you can’t
do it casually.Your skill level correlates to
the amount of effort you put into learning and practicing. While there are elite,
competitive slackliners out there who push
the activity to the extreme, a high degree of
intensity is not necessary for slacklining to
be enjoyable.
-

ing on who you ask, it could be considered
a hobby, sport, passion, or religion,” said
UNCW student Josh Kraft. “But it doesn’t
require much athleticism to have fun. For
me, slacklining is just another interesting
way to spend time outdoors.”
In any case, slacklining does necessitate
at least some core strength and an ability to
stay upright on unsteady terrain. Part of the
process of becoming a decent slackliner is
learning “dynamic balance,” which involves
being able to stabilize yourself on an unstable surface.
“Slacklining is kind of like learning to
ride a bike with a little more of a learning curve,” said UNCW student Bryson
Harllee. “But anyone can get good at it; they
just have to get the muscles in their feet,
ankles, and legs used to the feeling.”
Harllee got into slacklining around 2012
when he saw some classmates setting up
the line behind Deloach Hall on campus.
He asked them what they were doing, tried
it for himself and then, he says, he was
hooked.
out how to balance,” he said. “Usually if
someone tries it every day for an hour a
day, after a couple weeks they’re walking
around on it trying to do tricks and other
fun stuff.”
Today, Harllee is a common face in the
crowd by the clocktower on any given day

Slackliners can be found at various locations on UNCW's campus when the weather
permits slacklining.

and he is always willing to lend a hand to
curious newcomers. The slacklining comorganization and appropriately coined
@uncw_slackers on Instagram – is carefree and casual, always open to making new
friends.
“Anyone can try it if they want, and we
don't mind people walking up and asking
questions,” said Harllee. “We are always
willing to lend a hand to help balance
time you get on, [and] we'll even provide
someone on each side to help you balance
if you're really nervous.”
UNCW’s slacklining community isn’t
limited to just slackliners; you might also
encounter people who enjoy hammocking,
acoustic instruments, climbing, hula hooping
“Really, we meet a wide variety of people
from people in the air force to the craziest
hippies out there and we all enjoy each
other's company,” said Harllee.
For those interested in getting into
slacklining on their own, it isn’t challenging
to get started.
Some of Harllee’s advice for newcomers is to begin with the line as low to the
ground as you like; apply all your weight
onto the line at once and step right up;
try not to look at your feet, but focus on
something ahead instead; and don’t be afraid

two points.

to use your arms and hips to adjust your
balance as necessary.
“Many slackliners look like swaying trees
or weird monks because we all make those
tiny adjustments to our balance in different
ways,” said Harllee.
As far as the cost of equipment goes,
under $100,” said Kraft. The necessities are
a line and two anchor ratchets, and beginner’s kits with these pieces are available
online.
Of course, like most other hobbies, you
get what you pay for, and as you get better,
so does your equipment, Harllee points
out.Your investment will grow with your
interest.
up, Wilmington and the surrounding areas
have a wealth of places to hang out and
practice, from on-campus spots to local
parks, to beneath the piers at Wrightsville
beach.
“We have plenty of pine needles and sand
here in Wilmington, which usually makes for
soft landings,” Kraft said.
All in all, slacklining is a mellow way to
spend some time outdoors and have some
fun. Whether you choose to check out the
slackliners hanging out by the clocktower
or just dive in solo, if you start low and take
it easy, soon you’ll be slacking off with the
best of them.

